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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is response to Applicant's telephone interview dated October 28, 
2003. The rejections are as stated below: 

Status of Claims 

2. Of the original claims 1-21, claims 1-8 have been cancelled, claims 10- 17 and 20 have 
been amended, claims 22-28 have been added. Therefore, claims 10-28 are under prosecution in 
this application. 

3. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Summary of this Office Action 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-28 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 9-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
States Patent Number 6,601,040 Bl). 
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102(e) as being anticiapted by Kolls (United 



Claim 9: an apparatus for transmitting credit transaction data over a communications medium 
comprising: 

a protocol translator receiving the credit transaction data from one or more point of sale 
systems according to a transmission protocol (figs. 4,5, 20, 22, 23, 28 and associated text); and 

an encryption system coupled to the protocol translator, the encryption system 
receiving the credit transaction data from the protocol translator and encrypting the credit 
transaction data (figs. 4, 5, 9, 20, 22, 23, 28 and associated text). 

Claim 10: The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising a device router coupled to the protocol 
translator, the device router transmitting authorization data response to the credit transaction 
data and the authorization data (figs. 4, 5, 20, 22, 23, 28 and associated text). 

Claim 11: the apparatus of claim 9 further comprising a management system interface coupled 
to the protocol translator, the management system storing a protocol module to the protocol 
system (figs. 4,5, 20, 22, 23, 28 and associated text). 

Claim 12: the apparatus of claim 9 further comprising a management system interface coupled 
to the encryption system, the management system storing an encryption module to the 
encryption system (figs. 4, 5, 9, 20, 22, 23, 28 and associated text). 
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Claims 13 and 22: a method and corresponding system for transmitting credit transaction data 

over a communications medium comprising: 

receiving credit transaction data from two or more point of sale devices, each reading 
credit card data from a magnetic stripe of a credit card (figs. 9-11, 13, 26 and associated 
text); 

determining a point-of-sale device data transmission protocol to use to assemble the 
credit card transaction data into an authorization request (figs. 9-11, 11, 13, 26 and 
associated text); 

encrypting the authorization request (figs. 9-11, 11, 13, 26 and associated text); 
transmitting the encrypted authorization request over the communications medium 
(figs. 10, 11, 13, 26 and associated text); 

decrypting the encrypted authorization request (figs. 9-11, 13, 26 and associated text); 
determining which of two or more authorization systems is the appropriate 
authorization system to provide the authorization request to (figs. 9-11, 11, 13, 26 and 
associated text); and 

transmitting the authorization request to the appropriate authorization system (figs. 9- 
11, 13, 26 and associated text). 

Claim 14: the method of claim 13 wherein receiving the credit transaction data from the point 
of sale device comprises receiving the credit transaction data in accordance with one or more 
of an ISO 8583 protocol or a Visa-K protocol (figs. 9A-9B and associated text). 
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Claim 15: the method of claim 13 wherein encrypting the authorization request comprises 
encrypting the credit transaction data using an encryption module received from a hub manager 
(figs. 9A-9B, 26 and associated text). 

Claim 16: the method of claim 13 wherein transmitting the encrypted authorization request 
over the communications medium comprises transmitting the encrypted data in an HTTP 
format (figs. 9A-9B, 26 and associated text). 

Claim 17: a method for controlling the transmission of credit transaction comprising: 
transmitting one or more control messages to a remote hub (figs. 3, 14, 18 and 
associated text); 

processing the control message at the remote hub (figs. 3, 14, 18 and associated text); 
and 

performing a control function on one of two or more point of sale devices that read 
credit card data from a magnetic stripe of a credit card at the remote hub in response to 
the control message (figs. 3, 9, 14, 18, 26 and associated text). 

Claim 18: The method of claim 17 wherein performing the control function at the remote hub 
in response to the control message comprises transmitting status data for the remote hub (figs. 
3, 14, 18 and associated text). 
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Claim 19: The method of claim 17 wherein performing the control function at the remote hub 
in response to the control message comprises transmitting status data for one or more point of 
sale devices connected to the remote hub (figs. 3, 14, 18 and associated text). 

Claim 20: the method of claim 17 wherein performing the control function at the remote hub in 
response to the control message comprises updating the remote hub with a protocol module to 
accommodate a new point of sale device (figs. 3, 14, 18 and associated text). 

Claim 21 : the method of claim 17 wherein performing the control function at the remote hub in 
response to the control message comprises updating the remote hub with an encryption module 
(figs. 3, 14, 18 and associated text). 

Claim 23: the system of claim 22 further comprising: 

a first authorization system coupled to the gateway system (fig. 5, 9 and associated text); 
a second authorization system coupled to the gateway system (fig. 5, 9 and associated text); and 
wherein the gateway system transmits the credit transaction data to the first or second 
authorization system based upon the translated credit transaction data (fig. 5, 9 and associated 
text). 

Claim 24. the system of claim 22 wherein the remote hub system further comprises a 
protocol translator receiving the credit transaction data from each of the one or more point of sale 
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systems according to the proprietary data format associated with each point of sale system (figs. 
1, 9A-9B and associated text). 

Claim 25. the system of claim 22 wherein the remote hub system further comprises an 
update system receiving an encryption update and installing the encryption update on the remote 
hub system (figs. 1, 9A-9B and associated text). 

Claim 26. the system of claim 22 wherein the remote hub system further comprises an 
update system receiving an encryption update and installing the encryption update on one or 
more of the point-of-sale systems (figs. 1, 9A-9B and associated text). 

Claim 27. the system of claim 22 wherein the point-of-sale systems include one or more pre- 
existing point of sale systems that are configured to communicate using a public switched 
telephone network telephone line (fig. 26 and associated text). 

Claim 28. the system of claim 27 further comprising a telephone backup system coupled to 
one or more of the point of sale systems and the hub, wherein the hub uses the telephone backup 
system when the communications medium is unavailable (fig. 26 and associated text). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. USPN 6,640,214 Bl and USPN 6,640,214 Bl are cited of interest. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sally Shih whose telephone number is 703-305-8550. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Flexible Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1065. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 
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